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To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dover 

acting  as  the  Port  Health  Authority  of  the  Port  of  Dover; 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Port  Health  'Authority  for  the  year  1954.  ‘The  report  is 
presented  in  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  53/52  dated  6th  November,  1952. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  the  Port  during 
the  year  showed  an  increase  on  the  figures  for  the  previous 
year  * Inspections  of  vessels  showed  in  very  few  instances  any 
major  defects  of  hygiene;  such  defects  as  were  noted  were  found 
mainly  in  vessels  of  the  older  type  with  crew  accommodation 
and  facilities  generally  inadequate  to  meet  modern  requirements. 
Improvements  are  being  effected  in  such  cases  however  so  that 
standards  are  kept  more  in  line  with  the  greatly  improved 
standards  found  nowadays  in  all  new  ships  entering  the  Port  of 
Dover . 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  in  ships  arriving  during  the  year  and  particularly 
noted  is  an  improvement  where  tuberculosis  is  concerned.  In 
this  connection  it  is  hoped  that  a generally  acceptable  scheme 
for  improved  tuberculosis  control  among  merchant  seamen  may 
soon  be  evolved  following  the  attention  given  to  this  problem 
by  the  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health  Authorities 
during  the  year. 

Figures  relating  to  imported  foodstuffs  are  included  in 
the  section  on  food  inspection.  There  was  an  increase  of 
several  thousand  tons  on  the  previous  year’s  consignments  while 
the  amount  condemned  was  negligible. 

I have  to  thank  the  officers  and  staff  of  the  various 
Government  and  other  Departments  associated  with  the  work  of 
the  Port  Health  Authority  for  their  ready  co-operation  and 
assistance  at  all  times. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr . M a y o r , Ladies  and  Gent  1 erne n 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Ma  r c h 


1955 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29166408 


<Ql 

I 

p-qj 

Eh' 

i ! 


Hj 

! d 

( 

Gj 

si 

! 40 

o! 

CO* 

M' 

1 

g! 

! 3 

'Oj 

b 

coj 

I 

co! 


o! 


•H 


in! 

‘Vh! 

o! 


m 

ci> 

si 

<r f 

si 


;d\ 


§! 

!>h! 


S! 

S 

FH! 


p — i : 

H( 

Pi! 

po! 

P* 


eh! 

O 

M 

Pi 

w! 

Si 


Eh! 


&! 

s; 

IH 

Pi 

s 

eh 

hrl 

0! 


cs 

P 

Ph! 

Oh! 

M| 

H — t t 

i— LH 

c/i: 


r-V 

i-^ « 
h-H  ; 

§ 


1 I 


HI 

*| 

o! 

Eh 

o! 

rP| 

co 


PQj 


CD 


C\ 

0 

£J 

o 

•oO 

bO 

a 

Cli 

d 

CD 

•H 

! a 

0 

r— | 

P> 

n 

CQ 

CO 

r> 

CD 

CO 

r^H 

0 

0 

CQ 

. 

•H 

)H 

rrj 

*H 

•10 

S 

o 

-R 

ro 

Fh 

CO 

cD 

CH 

c X) 

CO 

o 

CH 

o') 

c 

p’ 

.a 

O 

c 

■H 

P 

F> 

P 

..J_J 

0 

CD 

G3 

o 

o 

r rj 

0 

b 

rO 

Eh 

2 

CO 

CD 

S 

Cu 

rCi 

•H 

G5 

CD 

-f3 

O 

CD 

Qj 

co 

G 

H 

!H 

CD 

_Q 

§ 


1-3 

!H 

CD 


■H 

S4 

G 

O 

CD 

-!_3 

03 

o 

CD 

0 

Qj 

G 

0) 

-f-3 

d 

H 


fH) 

PP 


cti  i — i 

O '0 
■H  CD 

ra  [r| 
CD 

P in 
o 
CD 

s & 

-i-3  CD 
O 
-H 

PQ  c;h 
"h 


O 


CD 

bO 


G 

a 


!H 

0 

.a 


o 

in 

<H 

CO 

Di 


CO 


d- 


_h- 

oh 


OH 


I'd 

OH 

OH 

I'd 

CM 

OH 

i'd 


CM 

■5— 

I'd 

I'd 


CO 

-d 

SH 

o 

Ph 

G 

bO 

•H 

O 

!'-) 

O 

r-. 


o 

CO 


MO 

OH 

CO 

CO 

-d- 


o 

VO 

I'd 


0 

CO 

•rH 

-d 

CO 

ro 

a 

O 


Page  1 


d- 


.ct 

d- 


OH 

I'd 


OH 

CO 

CO 

P\ 

CM 

d- 

O 

■bt 


CM 

d- 

VO 

i'd 


M 

•d 

Eh 

O 

FH 


Page  2 


1 

3J 


|i£} 

K 

Eh 

b 

Hi 

B 

o 


g; 

<r ! 


-1 

si 

i— i 

P-i 

Pm 

Hi 

H~H 

CO 


g 

E^i 

r->! 


M-  ’•  I 

Pm  j 

°i 

i 

i ! 

i 


H 


s 

O 

Hi 

Eh 

b 

s 

CO 


SECTION  IV 


INLAND  BA  IGE 


Page  3 


TRAFFIC 


ITIL 


SECTION V - VAT  NR SUPPLY 

NO  CHANGE 

SECTION  VI - PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  J.  L T U E 1 1 U j.'l  S 

1932 

NO  CHANGE 

SECTION  VII  _ - iJiN.LLPOX 

1 .  Name  of  Isolation  Has  it  a I to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent 
from  the  district: 


The  River  Hospitals, 

(Long  Reach), 

Hartford, 

Kent . 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by 

amp  u la  n c e_,  _g  i v i ng  the  n ante  o f the  author  it  y _r  esponsible  for 
the  ambulance  and  the_  va  ccinal  state  of  the  gpib ulanc e cr  ews: 

Ambulance  of  Canterbury  City  Council  available  on  request. 
Special  ambulance  crews  provided  by  the  same  Authority. 

3 . Name  of  small, vox  consultant  available : 

Dr.  R.  HI  etcher, 

30  Cher  it  on  Gardens, 

Folkestone, 

Kent . 

- . Ha c 1 lit i es  f o r lab  o ratory  diagno s i s_ _fo r smallpox : 

Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Co  lino  ale  -venue, 

Co  lino-.  le, 

London,  N.  .9. 


SECTION  ...VIII.^  _ VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Information  as  to  the  loc  ■ tion , : a ys  a nd  h ou r s of  the  available 

facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  dis ease 
among  merchant  seamen  under  inter  not  i o nal  ar  r on  g erne  n t s , i n c 1 ■ id  - 
ing  inpa  ti ent  t r ea tment  and  the  steps  t a ken  to  make  these 
facilities  known  _t q_  seamen  : 

Special  Clinic,  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dover. 

- Mondays  and  Thursdays  at  S - 7 b.m. 

Distribution  of  Leaflets  per  Shipping  Agents,  Boarding  Officers 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors:  Notices  advertising  days  and  times  of 
special  clinics  for  posting  in  public  conveniences  distributed 
to  Dock  and  Railway  Authorities. 

Number  of  new  patients  attending  from  the  high  seas  during  the 
year:  = 14. 
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SECTION X. 


0 ■■»gPRV.,/TIuHS  OX  THE  OOOlENJdNCE  U? 

-tALAN ia  in  seifs 


Apart  from  one  case  in  a crew  member  reported  recovered 
before  arrival,  no  cases  of  malaria  were  reported  in  ships 
entering  the  port  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XI 


dAdONEo  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED 


NITH_OR.  SUSPECT EL  PON  PLAGUE 
No  measures  were  necessary  during  1954. 


In  the  event  of  finding  plague-infected  rats,  vessels  would 
be  boomed  off  and  fumigation  of  all  compartments  carried  out 
wi  t h H . C . N . 


SECTION  XII 


MEASURES  AGAINST  NODENT 


N SHIPS  FROM 


"FOREIGN  PORTS 


1 . Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats  : 

Trade  of  port  consists  chiefly  of  cross-channel  traffic, 
vessels  of  which  are  subjected  to  half-yearly  routine  inspections 
in  connection  with  the  issue  of  the  necessary  certificates 
under  Regulation  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations, 
1952. 

Additionally,  any  evidence  of  the  presence  of  rodents  on 
board  occurring  in  the  interval  would  be  immediately  reported 
by  the  British  Ra i 1 way  Authorities, 

Other  vessesl  entering  the  port  are  subjected  to  routine 
inspection  by  the  Port  Health  Inspectors. 


Port  of  Dover  approved  and  designated  for  the  issue  of 
both  Deratting  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  under 
Regulation  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952* 

2*  Arrangement s for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological 

examine  :_i  on  of  rodents,  wi  th  sp  eel  a 1 r ef  e r ence  to  rodent 
plague , inc ludi ng  the  number  of  rodents  sent  for 
examin  tion  during  the  year; 

In  only  one  vessel,  on  cross-channel  service,  was  evidence 
of  a minor  black  rat  infestation  found  during  the  year.  Two 
such  rats  were  caught  by  trapping,  while  small  takes  of  poisoned 
bait  were  recorded.  Post -baiting  revealed  the  vessel  to  be 
clear,  findings  confirmed  one  month  later  when  full  inspection 
of  the  vessel  was  made  prior  to  the  issue  of  a Deratting 
Exemption  Certificate.  One  of  the  rats  trapped  w as  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Labor  at  or ;v  at  Maidstone  for  pathologic  1 
examination,  UB.  pest  is  - not  being'  found. 

3 . Arrangements  in  the  istrict  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods 

■ed,  and,  if  done  oy  a c o mm  er c la  I c on  t r a c t o r , the  name 

of  the  c on  tractor . 

Deratting  carried  out  by  contractors,  viz.  Fumigation 
Services  Lt  . , Barking,  Essex,  using  Hydrogen  Cyanide  gas  under 
direction  of  Port  Health  Inspectors . 


4.  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships : 

No  active  measures  requested  during  1954.  Yith  regard  to 
the  cross-channel  vessels,  rat- proofing  of  store-rooms 
effectively  maintained.  Any  deficiencies  found  in  these  or 
other  vessels  would  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  masters  and 
owner s . 


TABLE  E 


Ga t eg  or  y 


Number : 


Black  rats 


2 


Brown  rats 


Species  not  known 


Sent  for  examination 


1 


Infected  'with  Plague 


see  opposite 
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SECTION  XIV  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ( SHELL-FISH)  REGULATIONS, 

1934  and  1948  


1'iO  CHANGE 


1 . 


SSCTIO:  XV  - MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 

( applicable  only  to  p arts  a p . J?  ovjwd _f o_r  the  landing  of  s liens) 

List _o f Medical  Inspec  tors  holding  ’Jar  rants  of  Ap ointment : 

As  before  with  addition  of:- 

Dr . T.  J.  Nicholl  and 
Dr.  R.  J.  L.  Davis. 


2 . List  of  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work : 

NO  CHANGE 

3 . Organisation  of  work : 

NO  CHANGE 


4. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

V-' 

6. 


Nature  and  Amount  of  aliens  Traffic : 

Number  of  Aliens  arriving  at  the  Port: 

YEAR:-  1952:  1953: 

Total  Aliens:-  169,359  183,688 

Aliens  dealt  with  or  the  Medical  Inspector : - 


1954: 

180,329 


Year  : 

Total 
Aliens : 

Medically 
Examined : 

Percentage  of 
Medically  Exai 

1952 

169,859 

5,593 

3.29 

1953 

185,688 

OJ 

LT\ 

3.13 

1954 

180,329 

6,  310 

3.49 

Cat  egories 

in  which 

Aliens  w ere  e x a m i n e d 

: - 

Holding  Ministry  of  Labour  Permits  ..  ..  ..  5,729 
Intending  to  make  their  home  in  the  United  Kingdom  359 
Visitors  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  206 

Business  Visitors  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 
Returning  Residents  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 
Aliens  in  Transit  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 


6,310 

The  certificates  issued  to  the  Immigration  Officer  numbered 
29,  eight  of  the  aliens  concerned  being  refused  permission  to 
land. 

The  rate  of  certificates  issued  in  respect,  of  aliens  examined 
was  0.46%  compared  with  0.7843  for  the  3^ear  1953. 

5 . Accommodation  for  medical  inspection  and  examination : 

NO  CHANGE 

( TABLED  1 AND  2 FQLLQ  3 EC1  CION  XVI ) 


SECTION  XVI 


- i' 


'IS  CELL  Aj  TEOUS 


NO  CHANGE 
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TA3LE I 


NATIONALITIES  11.  A : : I BSD 

AND  g: 

SR TIPI CAT 

ES  I 

5 SUED 

Nations  lity : 

(Lit huan ion,  La t v i a n and 
(Estonian  

Ma  les 

Pe- 

Chi  1 

- ‘Total: 

No  . of 

ma Les : 

dr  en 

Cer t i- 
.11  cat  es 

Baltic 

Poles  and  Finns 

1 

24 

25 

States 

0 . S . o . ri  . . . , . , . 

- 

- 

— 

Norwegians  „ Swedes  & Danes 

5 

33 

- 

33 

- 

German 

1 65 

2355 

22 

2542 

13 

Austrian 

56 

687 

6 

749 

2 

Biddle 

Swiss  . . . . , „ 

JO 

331 

1 

S63 

. 

and 

Western 

French 

161 

4 

200 

1 

European 

Belgian 

21 

60 

1 

82 

, . 

St  it  p. p 

Italian 

544 

1161 

59 

1 (Ghr 

10 

Spanish  and  Portuguese 

7 

42 

2 

51 

- 

Czechs  and  Jugo -Slavs 

11 

145 

97 

253 

1 

Luxembourg  & Liechtenstein 

- 

7 

- 

7 

- 

Dutch 

18 

59 

3 

80 

- 

Eastern 

Hungar ian  . . 

1 

2 

- 

3 

- 

Eur  o pean 

R urn  a n i a n a n d 3 u 1 g a r i a n 

- 

*7 

— 

— 

States 

Greeks 

12 

45 

- 

5/ 

1 

'Lebanese 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

(Egypt:  Palestine;  Iraq; 
(Iran  . . 

10 

8 

1 

19 

eel  pt , 

Yemen 

— 





Syria, 

Lie -*a 

Turkish;  Armenian 

2 

a 

4 

11 

- 

and 

Syr ian ; Libyan  .. 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

.-.static 

States 

Chinese 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Japanese 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Siamese 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

..  jrth  & 

Central  and  South  America 

— 

1 

— 

1 

South 

A ier  ic  as . 

u . i . A . 

3 

2 

2 

7 

1 

Stateless  . . 

13 

33 

2 

48 

— 

Totals 

940 

51 66 

204 

6310 
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Number  of  Vessels  attended  by  the  Medical  Inspector  ..  ..  1398  (including  39  liner 
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Grand  Total*.  1 6*561  tons 
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During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consum  tion  only  15  lb  . of  pears  which  formed  part  of 
a small  consignment  from  Belgium. 

Since  1S46,  the  respective  figures  for  Imported  Foodstuffs 
examined  and  such  foodstuffs  condemned  hove  been  as  follows : - 


YEAR 

FOODSTUFFS 
tons.  cuts. 

EXAM 

qtr 

IKED 
. lbs. 

FOODS 

tons. 

TUFFS 

cats. 

OOi-iDiiiv 

qtr. 

TIED 

lbs  . 

1946 

18813 

'S 

5 

0 

75 

16 

1 

6 

1947 

41596 

12 

0 

15 

234 

( 

-7 

D 

13 

1943 

22034 

14 

0 

0 

47 

19 

0 

0 

1949 

2430b 

8 

1 

19 

- 

4 

0 

22 

1950 

17305  ‘ 

14 

0 

2b 

- 

7 

0 

0 

1951 

23421 

11 

5 

9 

12 

6 

2 

7k 

1952 

8495 

18 

0 

0 

- 

r 

0 

J7 

27 

1953 

11219 

8 

0 

0 

5 

9 

2 

0 

1954 

16561 

11 

2 

0 

— 

— 

— 

13 

2.  No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  under  Articles 
11  and  12  of  the  Public  Health  (imported  Pood)  Regulations,  1957. 

3.  Number  of  Samples  of  food  examined  by:- 


a)  Bacteriologist  Nil 

b)  Analyst  11 


( 1 ) Oranges 

(2)  Shelled  'Yalnuts 

(p)  Apples 

(4)  Oranges 

(5)  Pasteurised  Butter 

(6)  Drained  Cherries 

(7)  Tomat  oes 

(8)  Or  anges  . . . . 

(9)  Nougat 

(10)  Sponge  Limes 

(11)  Fruit  Buttons  .. 


No  trace  of  thiourea  found. 

Free  from  rancidity,  infestation, 
preservatives  and  acid. 

Sample  examined  for  arsenic  and 
lead  and  contained  less  than  1 
part  per  million  of  arsenic  or 
'lead  calculated  as  the  metal. 
Sample  fit  for  human  consumption. 
No  trace  of  thiourea  found. 

Free  from  rancidity  and  foreign 
fats.  No  preservatives;  moisture 
15.3%. 

Sulphur  dioxide  88  parts  per 
mi 11 ion . 

Deposit  on  tom  toes  contained 
trace  of  copper,  but  no  lead  or 
a rsenic.  Tot a 1 am 0 un t of  copper 
amounted  to  only  two  ports  per 
million  on  the  whole  fruit. 

Fit  for  human  consumption. 

No  trace  of  thiourea  found. 

Free  from  metallic  contamination, 
pr ohibi t ed  colours  and  preserva- 
tives. 

Free  from  metallic  contamination, 
prohibited  colours  and  preserva- 
tives. 

Free  from  metallic  contamination, 
a nd  pr  0 h i b i t e d c 0 1 0 ur  s . Sma  1 1 
amount  of  sulphur  dioxide,  under 
60  parts  per  million. 


REHARK 3: 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  the  above  samples. 

Vith  regard  to  sample  (ll)  Fruit  Buttons,  the  Public  Analyst 
remarked  that  cane  sugar  is  allowed  70  ports  per  million  of 
sulphur  dioxide  and  commercial  glucose  450  parts  per  million;  the 
sweets  consisting  very  largely  of  cane  sugar,  he  did  not  consider 
that  the  sulphur  dioxide  was  outside  the  limit  of  the  Preservative 
Regulations . 


